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The questioner of the Dharma
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Plight of the sons of Pandu while chasing the deer to recover fire-producing-sticks of a
Brahmin
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Janmejaya said

Like this when abducted Draupadi was freed with great efforts; what did the sons of
Pandu do next?
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Vaishmpayan said
“Like this when abducted Draupadi was freed with great efforts”; Oh king! “Yudhisthira
— one, who never deviated from righteousness, left the forest of desires and returned to
the forest of duality, along with his brothers. Testy fruits & roots were available in
abundance in that forest of duality adored with verities of trees etc.”

APIHEFSEN: 9 QT [HamRIT: |

TSNS FSUET T JET 1 ¢ i
There lived the sons of Pandu with their wife — Draupadi, on fruits & restricted food.
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While living in the forest of duality, sons of Kunti Yudhisthira, Bhimsena, Arjun as well
sons of Madri Nakula & Sahadeva; all of them righteous with restricted routine, had to

undergo great trouble one day to show their velour to help one Brahmin; however it
resulted in their future pleasure.
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I am narrating that great trouble, which resulted in their future pleasure; but they had to
undergo while living in that forest, please listen Oh king!
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Fire-producing-sticks of a certain Brahmin were tied with a branch of tree, reaching there
a deer started rubbing its’ body against that very-tree; in that process those sticks got
entangled in the horns of that deer.
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“With those sticks”, Oh King! “That big-deer ran hastily and vanished in gallops from the
Ashram’s sight.”
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“Witnessing that, the speeding-deer had vanished with his fire-producing sticks”, Oh

excellent amongst the Kuru-dynasty, “that Brahmin immediately rushed to Ashrama of
Pandavas’- the sons of Pandu, for the protection of his fire-sacrifice.”
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Approaching Yudhisthira - one without enemy, seating with his brothers; that agitated
Brahmin said like this...
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Oh King! “T had tied my Fire-producing-sticks with a branch of tree, reaching there a
deer started rubbing its’ body against that very-tree; in that process those sticks got
entangled in the horns of that deer. Within a short time that big-deer ran hastily and

vanished in gallops from the Ashram’s sight, with those sticks.
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Please follow that deer on its’ foot-steps, Oh king Yudhisthira! & Valiant son of Pandu!
And fetch me those sticks to save my fire-sacrifice.
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Yudhisthira the son of Kunti was moved to listen to that Brahmin and with bow in hand
he rushed immediately with his brothers in search of that deer.
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Shielded in their armours, all those excellent men rushed with bows in hands in search of
that deer, and away from their Ashrama to fulfill mission of that Brahmin.
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After a little distance they found that deer just nearby, but with Karni, Nalika, & Narach
arrows the sons of Pandu could not pierce that deer.
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Even with the best of their efforts, they could not capture that great deer, which
disappeared all of a sudden, leaving these magnanimous heroes dejected.
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And greatly afflicted by hunger & thirst they took shelter in the shade of a fig-tree in that
dense forest.
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When they sat there Nakula overpowered by grief said to his elder brother Yudhisthira
like this ...
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“None of us in our dynast has swereved from rightiousness, nor our purposes gulped in

lazyness, eventhough unsurpassed amongst all being as we stad; Oh King! Why should
we land in such a plight? It is my doubt.”
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A lake of the Death
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Yudhishthira said
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Calamities never has, any limit or occasion or cause. The Dharma — ones own conducts in

forms of merits & demerits in the past, is the distributor of pleasures & pains as one’s
own destiny.
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Bhima said
We have landed in this plight, certainly because I have not killed Dushyasan
overpowered by desires then & thereitsef, when he dragged Draupadi to the court.
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Arjuna said

We have landed in this plight, certainly because I remained patient on that day even after
Karna’s words pierced me to the marrow of my bones.
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Sahadeva said
We have landed in this plight, certainly because I had not killed Sakuni on that day when
he played the game of dice.
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Vaishmpayan said
Then with a little smile on his face King Yudhisthira said to Nakula: Our immediate
worry is how are we to quench this dreadful thirst that has been troubling us since some
time? Oh Dear-lad of Mother-Madri! Please get up on the tree and look around for a
water-spot in the neighborhood; we all, your brothers are almost dying with thirst.
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Let it be so! Agreeing thus, Nakula climbed on the tree nearby, and as he looked around
quickly said to his elder brother; from here I can see several trees, possibly on the bank of
a lake, so also am able to listen the chirping of aquatic birds, certainly there is a lake
nearby.
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Oh dear Nakula! Then please hurry-up and fetch some water in quivers for us; said
Yudhisthira the truthful son of Kunti.
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That’s fine! Saying so, Nakula hurried to the inferred water spot, in obedience to the
order of his elder brother.
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At the sight of clean lake with crystal clear water & surrounded by aquatic birds, he felt
intense urge to quench his thirst. As he approached the bank of the lake, suddenly he
heard a voice from nowhere.
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Yaksha said
Do not dare to drink the water from this lake, which has been already owned by me. You
have to answer my questions first, Oh dear lad of Mother Madri! After answering my
questions satisfactorily, you may drink it at your will and carry it too.
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Nakula as he was Overpowered by the thirst rushed to the brink of the lake to drink cold
water eagerly, without heeding to this unseen warning, and fell down dead, immediately.
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When Nakula did not returned for a long time; Yudhisthira the son Kunti said to his
brother, hero Sahdeva the conqueror of enemy.
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Certainly it’s quite late Dear Sahadeva! That our dear Nakula has left from here, please
go and call him. Also bring water for us.
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With spontaneous response, let me see! Sahedeva proceeded in that direction and reached
there, where he saw the dead form of his brother lying on the ground.
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Shocked at the sight but overpowered by thirst he rushed towards the water, when he
heard the warning from the space.
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Do not dare to drink the water from this lake, which has been already owned by me. You

have to answer my questions first. After answering my questions satisfactorily, you may
drink it at your will and carry it too.
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Without honoring this unseen warning, Sahadeva also drank cold water eagerly, and fell
down dead, immediately.
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After some time Yudhisthira the son Kunti said to his brother, hero Arjuna, it’s for quite
some time that your brothers had gone, please look into the matter & arrange some water
for us, now you the refuse for us, may you be good-fortuned one.
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Listening thus from his elder brother, Arjuna the conqueror of the sleep went on the bank
of that lake with bow-arrows & sword in his hands.
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There on the bank of that lake, Arjuna the rider of the chariot drawn by white horses
found dead forms of his two brothers, the tigers amongst men, lying on the ground.
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Observing both of them lying on the ground as if in the deep sleep; Arjuna the lion
amongst the men filled up with grief. Lifting-up his bow he inspected the forest intensely.

[aXIaN . o haN
AMRIA ThHH Hd dEHHETA |

G dd: Aied: G QIS aarEd | 4

Unable to locate any cruel-beast nearby in that dense-forest tired Arjuna hurried towards
the water.
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As hurried, he listen the warning voice from the space, ‘Why are you in hurry Oh dear

son of Kunti! You can-not drink water forcibly, after replying my questions Oh son of
Bharat-Dynasty! You may drink the water and carry it also.’
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When he was obstructed like this. “Just come in front and dare, when reduced to pieces
by my arrows, you won’t be there to dare like this.” Responded Arjuna!
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Roaring like this Arjuna started showering sound-aimed arrows empowered with the
Divine-weapons, displaying his art of aiming the unseen obstacles imparting sound.
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Haunted by the thirst at that time Arjuna had showered several piercing arrows like
Karni, Nalikn, Narach and others; covering the entire sky around.
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Yaksha said
What can be achieved by your-striking animals like this? First answer my questions and
then drink this water; Oh Prtha! Certainly you would be no more, if you dare to drink this
water without answering my questions.
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Even after warning like this; without showing any respect to it; Savyasachi Dhanjay —
Arjun, tried to drink that water and fell down dead, immediately.
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After waiting for some time Yudhisthira the son of Kunti said to Bhima, ‘certainly it is

late in returning of Nakul, Sahadeva & Arjuna who has gone to fetch the water. May
good fortune be yours! Please look into the matter and bring them back with some water.’
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Let me see! Responding thus Bhima too rushed to the spot where his three hero-brothers
lying dead. He was intensely moved to see them in that plight; he thought that it must
have been done by some Yaksha or Demon and he has to fight now! But troubled with
intense-thirst deciding to drink water first he rushed to brink of the lake.
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Yaksha said
Do not dare to drink this water; I have already owned this. Oh Dear son of Kunti! Please
answer my questions first and then you may drink and carry it too.
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Even though that Yaksha with immense luster said so; without answering his questions,
Bhimdsena tried to sip that water and fell down dead like others.
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Valorous King Yudhisthira, the Jewel amongst the men remained merged in thoughts for
some time, then got up with heavy heart and entered in that deep forest. There lived
deers, pigs and herds of birds, but one can-not listen even human-voice even nearby.
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Glittering bluish trees adored that forest, with humming of bees and musical chirping of
the birds.
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Shriman Yudhisthir, the achiever of great success, while going round in that forest, saw
that lake, adored with beautiful flowers, as if Vishwakarma Himself has created it.
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That lake was covered with lotus creepers, and surrounded all around by Sindhuchar,
Veth, Kevade, Karvee, Figs and similar trees. Well tired but eager to meet his brothers,

Yudhisthira, the son of Dharma, got stunned at the sight after reaching there. I ¥4 1l
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Thus is the description of the fall of Nalula and others in 312the section named fire-
producing-sticks etc., in the forest section of Mahabharata!
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Resurgence of four brothers as a boon from Yaksha, pleased with answerers from
Yudhisthira, to his questions.
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Vaishampayan said
Lifeless bodies of his brothers spread on the brink of the lake were seen by Yudhisthira as
if Lokpalas - the guardian gods of quarters dumped there after being deprived of their
quarters.

[aN aN a < C o g o < l
o T8 N e T R
q g} 50 RNRATSIIRE: |

A AT Aiddi, ST, Faiedraiead: 13 1

AT HEE AT G |

Dead Arjuna with his bow & arrows around, along with life-less Bhima, Nakula &
Sahdeva; Yudhisthira started panting to see that, with eyes flooded with tears, & deeply
worried he started lamenting.
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Oh Bhima the Vrikodara! Certainly it’s you who vowed “I will smash both the thighs of

Duryodhana in fight”. Oh generous champion you have spread the glory of Kuru-
dynasty. With your fall here today, everything has turned in vain for me.

TSAEET AT g : Sid dr: | & |

Teadi {[eaaraeg a1 Waeg Fe g |

The vows of a common man may be violated, but how it can be of you about whom the
Divine-predictions were heard?
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“At your birth gods had declared, ‘Oh Kunti! This son of yours will never be inferior to
thousand eyed Indra in any aspect.”” Oh Dhanjaya! The residents of the Northern-
pilgrimage-mountains had unanimously declared about you, “This Arjuna, will fetch back

the auspicious-kingdom, lost by Pandavas; there will be none to defeat him in fight, so
also he will never turn back without defeating whomsoever, who challenges him.
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And how, the same powerful Arjuna is overpowered by the Death? Who was our
protector and depending on whom we were bearing all miseries.
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How these terrors on the battlefield, whom The Divine-weapons cannot strike; both
Bhimsena & Arjuna the heroic sons of Kunti, who could ever destroy their enemies, have
been overpowered?
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My heart which has not broken-down even at this site is certainly hard-one made up
either of stone or iron.
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Oh my dear ones the tigers amongst the men, the knower of scriptures, time, situations;

you have undergone penance and were fully active; how have you fallen down without
showing befitting valor?
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Without any wound, your bodies are not even touched by arrows, none could conquer
you; even then how you have fallen unconscious on the ground?
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Witnessing his stalwart & towering brothers sleeping peacefully like this; shrewd
Yudhisthira suffered immensely with perspiring limbs.
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Thinking, ‘possibly it is destined like this’ and drowned in the ocean of grief, Yudhisthira
started contemplating on the possible causes of his brothers’ death.
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He also tried to work out next strategy, but even after prolonged contemplation sharp

Yudhisthara, even though well-aware of time, regions along with situation, could not
reach any conclusion.
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Thus mournful for some time, truthful and the great meditative Yudhisthara, the son of
Dharmal!; with deep introspection thought, whosoever has killed my brothers without

striking them with any weapon, so also without a single footprint of his around here, must
be a great one, I suppose!
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Let me concentrate my mind on it latter after having little water from here. It may be
possibly wicked trap of Duryodhana in secrecy.
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Or it may be wickedness of Shakuni, the king of Gandhara, whose intellect is always
overpowered by crookedness. Duty or prohibited one all actions are equal to him, can
any-hero trust that wicked one? This must have been murderous-attack by some-one

appointed by them (Duryodhana in consultations of Shakuni) in secrecy.
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Sitting for a while in deep-contemplation, wise Yudhisthira arrived at the conclusion that
possibly there is poison mixed in the water of this lake.
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Without any deformity in their bodies after death, even now faces of my brothers are
calm & peaceful.
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Every-body of my brothers was throbbing with the unlimited strength, even after
completion of their life-span, none other than Yama himself could have challenged them.
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As Yudhisthira approached the brink of that lake, with such thoughtful mind; he too
heard that warning from the space.
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Here I am a crane sustaining on fishes around, Oh Prince! I have sent your brothers to

Yamloka. And your inability to answer my questions would certainly make you the fifth
guest there.
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Do not dare to drink this water, which I have already owned, my dear son of Kunti! First
answer my questions and then you may drink it & carry it too.
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Yudhisthira said

Let me ask you, who you are amongst Rudras, Vasus, Marudganas, or any chief of the
gods; certainly this daring is not of a bird.
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Who have killed my four brothers valorous like Himvan, Pariyatra, Vindhya & Malay
Mountains?
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Certainly you are the best among warriors, who are successful in this heroic task. You
have recorded your unique valor by defeating those great-warriors, even gods, demy-gods

or demons could not stand against one of them. I am unaware of your mission. I do not
know what do you want at present?
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My mind is full of curiosity about you. Upset with your fear my head is reeling. Most
humbly I pray you, please, revel to me your identity. Who is standing here?
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Yaksha said
May good fortune be yours! Certainly not an aquatic bird but I am Yaksha, the demy-
god. I have defeated your valorous brothers.
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Vaishampayan said
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Oh king! After hearing such inauspicious & harsh utterances from that mouth,
Yudhisthira the lion from Bharat-dynasty went and stood nearby that Yaksha. There he
saw a terrible & huge figure with wicked eyes, spread like the hillock near a tall palm-
tree showing his effulgence like that of a sun, undefeatable as it looked was threatening

with his loud & thunderous voice.
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I had already warned your brothers repeatedly, Oh King! But they tried to drink this
water forcefully and are laid down by me. If you care for your life, Oh Maharaja
Yudhisthira! You must not drink this water. I have already owned this lake, Oh son of
Kunti! First answer my questions and then you may drink it and carry it too.
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Yudhisthira said
I do not like to snatch a thing of your ownership; self-commend is never appreciated by
truthful people. Oh Yaksha! Please put your questions to me & let me try to answer them

as per my intellect.
Skkoskskok
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Q-1: Who commands the rising of the Sun?
A: Brahma commands the rising of the Sun.
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Q-2: Who goes surrounding the Sun?
A: Gods go surrounding the Sun.
Q-3: Who commands the setting-down of the Sun?
A: Dharma the righteousness commands the setting-down of the Sun.
Q-4: What is that, in which the Sun is established?
A: It is the Truth, in which the Sun is established.
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Q-5: what makes one learned?
A: By the study of the Shrutis one becomes learned.
Q-6: How the greatness is attained?
A: Through ascetic-austerity one achieves the greatness.
Q-7: how one gets second companion?
A: Through sharp & appreciative patience one gets second companion.
Q-8: How one becomes intelligent?
A: By serving the elder-ones, one becomes intelligent.
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Q-9: what is the divinity of the Brahmins?
A: The study of Vedas is the divinity of the Brahmins.
Q-10: What is the duty of the truthful-Brahmins?
A: The ascetic-austerity is the duty of the truthful-Brahmins.
Q-11: What is the human-aspect of the Brahmins?
A: The death is the human- aspect of the Brahmins.
Q-12: What is untruthful- aspect of the Brahmins?
A: Speaking dreadful of others is untruthful- aspect of the Brahmins.
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Q-13: What is the divinity of the warriors?
A: Archery (skill in war) is the divinity of the warriors.
Q-14: What is the duty of the warriors?
A: Sacrifice is the duty of the warriors.
Q-15: What is the human- aspect of the warriors?
A: Fear is the human- aspect of the warriors.

Q-16: What is the untruthful- aspect of the warriors?
A: Leaving miserable-one without any help is the untruthful- aspect of the warriors.
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Q-17: What is meant the Sama in a sacrifice?
A: Sama is vital-force (or external expression) of a sacrifice.
Q-18: What is meant the Yajus in a sacrifice?
A: Yajus is mind (prayers to be offered in) of a sacrifice.
Q-19: What is the refuge of a sacrifice?
A: Rik is the refuge of a sacrifice.

Q-20: What is that, which a sacrifice cannot surpass?
A: It is Rik, which a sacrifice cannot surpass.
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Q-21: What is excellent for a farmer?

A: Rain is excellent for a farmer.
Q-22: What is excellent for a person who sows?
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A: Seed is excellent for a person who sows.
Q-23: What is excellent for a dignified wealthy one?
A: Multitude of cows (wealth used in the service of multitude) is excellent for a dignified
wealthy one.
Q-24: What is excellent for one who procreates?
A: The son (one who helps to achieve the Divinity by crossing the worldliness) is
excellent for one who procreates.
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Q-25: Who is that person, who enjoys sense-objects fully; an intelligent, held in esteem
by the society with quite popularity and yet in fact he is not alive, even though he
breaths?

A: One who do not care about one’s duties for Gods, a guest, the family dependents,
one’s departed forefathers & one’s own Self is not alive, even though he breaths.
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Q-26: What is heavier than the earth?
A: The glory of mother is heavier than the earth.
Q-27: What is taller than the sky?
A: Father is taller than the sky.
Q-28: What is swifter than a wind?
A: Mind is swifter than a wind.
Q-29: In count what exceeds blades of grass?
A: In count, worries exceed blades of grass.
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Q-30: Who does not closes eyes even during sleep?
A: Fishes do not close eyes even during sleep.
Q-31: Who does not try even after birth?
A: An egg does not try even after birth.
Q-32: What is heartless?
A: A stone is heartless.

Q-33: Who proceeds in speed?
A: A river proceeds in speed.
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Q-34: Who is friend of a traveler?

A: Co-traveler is friend of a traveler.
Q-35: Who is friend of a house-holder?
A: Wife is friend of a house-holder.
Q-36: Who is friend of a patient?

A: Doctor is friend of a patient.

Q-37: Who is friend on death-bed?
A: Donation is friend on death-bed.
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Q-38: Who visits without any information to all beings?
A: Fire visits without any information to all beings.
Q-39: What is nectar (for common-people)?
A: Cow’s milk is nectar (for common-people).

Q-40: What is an ancient religion?
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A: Eternal truth is an ancient religion.
Q-41: What this entire world is (full-of)?
A this entire world is (full-of) air.
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Q-42: Who moves alone?
A: Sun moves alone.

Q-43: Who is born repeatedly after coming into existence?
A: Moon is born repeatedly after coming into existence.
Q-44: What is remedy for cold?

A: Fire is remedy for cold.

Q-45: What is the biggest amongst rotating-ones?

A: Earth is the biggest amongst rotating-ones.
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Q-46: What is refuge of virtue?
A: Ever-vigilance is refuge of virtue.
Q-47: What is refuse of success?
A: Donation is refuge of success.
Q-48: What is refuge of haven?
A: Truth is refuge of haven.
Q-49: What is refuge of happiness?
A: Character is refuge of happiness.
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Q-50: What is soul of a man?
A: Son is soul of a man.

Q-51: Who is friend granted by Gods to a man?
A: Wife is friend granted by Gods to a man.
Q-52: What sustains life of a man?

A: Cloud or rain sustains life of a man.
Q-53: What is an excellent refuge for a man?
A: Donation is an excellent refuge for a man.
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Q-54: What excellence is there in the successful-ones?
A: Ever-vigilance is an excellence in the successful-ones.
Q-55: What is an excellent possession?

A: Knowledge is an excellent possession.

Q-56: What is an excellent gain?

A: Health is an excellent gain.

Q-57: What is an excellent happiness?
A: Contentment is an excellent happiness.
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Q-58: What is excellent virtue in this world?
A: Compassion is excellent virtue in this world.
Q-59: What is ever-beneficial virtue in this world?
A: Vedic-religion is ever-beneficial virtue in this world.
Q-60: What is that by controlling which one will lead to no regret?
A: Controlling one’s own mind will never lead to regret.
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Q-61: Whose friendship is everlasting?
A: Friendship with truthful-one is everlasting.
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Q-62: Renunciation of what makes one fit to be loved by one and all?
A: Renunciation of pride makes one fit to be loved by one and all.
Q-63: Renunciation of what makes one ever-free from regret?
A: Renunciation of anger makes one ever-free from regret.
Q-64: Renunciation of what makes one wealthy?
A: Renunciation of desires makes one wealthy.

Q-65: Renunciation of what makes one happy?
A: Renunciation of greed makes one happy
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Q-66: Why one donates to Brahmins?

A: One donates to Brahmins for earning religiosity.

Q-67: Why one donates to actors & dancers?
A: One donates to actors & dancers for success or fame.

Q-68: Why one pays to the servants?

A: One pays to the servants for their maintenance.

Q-69: Why one pays to the king?
A: One pays to the king out of fear.
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Q-70: What has covered this world?
A: Ignorance has covered this world.
Q-71: Why it is not revealed?
A: Because of tamas (or dullness) it not revealed.
Q-72: Why a friend is parted with?
A: A friend is parted with for greed.
Q-73: What deprives one from the heaven?
A: An attachment deprives one from the heaven.
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Q-74: When a man said to be dead?
A: When a man is overpowered by poverty, he is said to be dead.
Q-75: How a nation is dead?
A: A nation without king i.e. proper-ruling dies.
Q-76: How a Sraaddha (a ceremony performed in the honour of the departed spirits or
dead relatives) is dead?
A: A Sraaddha performed by anyone else, other than a Brahmin qualified in Vedas is
dead.

Q-77: How a sacrifice becomes dead?
A: A sacrifice performed without any donation becomes dead.

e 3dM™ |

1 faferaE s fehwrel o o o)
ATEET FISHREANE dd: e &@d T 1l <4 |l
JEIER 39T |

N o PN . o
Geal [ETISHTRRT TTel TreeT 99 |

HTEET STEI0T: FI: HY a1 T8 7F9 |l <& ||

Q-78: What is a direction or guide-line?
A: Truthful-one is a direction or the character of truthful-one is a guide line.
Q-78: What is the sky?
A: Sky is water. (Sky supplies water)
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Q-79: What is food?
A: An earth is food. (Food grows on earth)
Q-80: What is poison?
A: A prayer (for some personal gain) is poison.
Q-81: What is proper time for Sraddha?
A: An availability of qualified priest is proper time of Sraddha.
Here Yaksha has told Yudhisthira to drink water after answering these questions; but
after completing his answers Yudhisthira placed a cross-question viz. What is your
opinion in this regard, Oh Yaksha? And as a result Yaksha continued questioning.
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Q-82: What is a sign of an austerity?

A: Ever-eagerness to perform one’s own duties is a sign of an austerity.

Q-83: What is said to be dama i.e. restrain?
A: Controlling one’s own mind is said to be dama 1.e. restrain.

Q-84: What is excellent forgiveness?

A: Accepting & bear all possible duel-opinions is excellent forgiveness.

Q-85: What is modesty?
A: Restraining one-self from all unworthy acts is modesty.
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Q-86: Oh King! What is called knowledge?
A: The knowledge of Supreme Self is called true knowledge.
Q-87: What is called Shama- the tranquility?
A: Serenity of heart is called Shama - the tranquility.
Q-88: What is excellent mercy?
A: Wishing welfare & happiness for everybody is excellent mercy.
Q-89: What is called Arjav - the serenity?
A: Equanimity of the heart is called Arjav - the serenity.
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Q-90: Which enemy is invincible for men?
A: Anger is invincible enemy for men.
Q-91: What is fatal disease of men?
A: Covetousness is fatal disease of men.
Q-92: How one is considered as honest or saint?
A: One engaged in welfare & happiness for everybody is considered as honest or saint.

Q-93: Who is considered as dishonest?
A: One who is not merciful is considered as dishonest.
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Q-94: What is called Moha - the delusion?
A: Unawareness of one’s own duties is called Moha - the delusion.
Q-95: What is that which is described as ego?
A: Awareness of one’s own true Self is described as ego.
Q-96: What is laziness?

A: Neglecting one’s own duties is laziness.
Q-97: What is Shoka - the grief?
A: Ignorance is Shoka- the grief.
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Q-98: What is Sthairya- steadfastness proclaimed by saints?
A: Remaining ever dutiful is Sthairya- steadfastness proclaimed by saints.
Q-99: What is quoted as Dhairya- the patience?
A: Restraining one’s own senses is quoted as Dhairya- the patience.
Q-100: What is excellent bath?
A: Purification of one’s own mind is excellent bath.
Q-101: What is charity?
A: Protecting all beings is charity.
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Q-102: Which man is known as wise one?
A: Man, expert regarding one’s own duties, is known as wise one.
Q-103: Who is called an atheist? & who is a fool?
A: An atheist is called a fool.

Q-104: What is desire?

A: Desire is the cause of births & deaths.
Q-105: What is envy?

A: Envy is restlessness in one’s own heart to witness others’ success.
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Q-106: How Ahamkara - pride is described?

A: Ahamkara - Pride is described as great ignorance.
Q-107: How Dambha- pretense is explained?

A: Dambha pretense is explained as simulating oneself to be religious.
Q-108: What is called as Daiva - an excellent fortune?
A: A result of one’s charity is called as Daiva - an excellent fortune.
Q-109: What is called Paishunam- (blaming others even for ones’ own faults) Censure?
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A: Blaming others is called Paishunam- (blaming others even for ones’ own faults)

Censure.
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Q-110: Righteousness, wealth & desires are contradictory to each others; how one can
combine these for successful life?
A: By selecting righteous wife, it is possible to combine these for successful life.
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Q-111: Oh the best one amongst Bharat dynasty! Tell me quickly who goes to eternal-
hell?
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A: One who invites mendicant Brahmin for accepting alms and keeps on repeating there
is nothing to give goes to eternal-hell.
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One who does not believe in Vedas, religious-scriptures, Brahmins, gods & dynastical
duties goes to eternal-hell.
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A wealthy one who keeps oneself away from charity & enjoyments at the same time
keeps on repeating I have got nothing goes to eternal-hell.
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Q-112: Out of birth, behavior, study, & learning; which one makes Brahmin?
A: Neither birth nor study nor learning but only one’s own behavior makes one Brahmin.
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So one must get established in truthful-conduct & must maintain it with ever-alertness. In
particular a Brahmin must be very careful about this, as one who continues in truthful-

conduct continues to be Brahmin and one who deviates from truthful-conduct remains
Brahmin no more.
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Those who keep on reading, teaching & discussing scriptures are addicted fools. Only
those who keep themselves engaged in righteous duties are wise ones.
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Even the master of four Vedas with misconduct, is worse than downtrodden. Only one

who remains ever-alert in maintaining one’s family, fire-sacrifice and control over
sense-organs is Brahmin.
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Q-113: What is the reward for one who always speaks agreeable words?
A: One who always speaks agreeable words becomes dear to one and all.
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Q-114: What one achieves by thoughtful acts?
A: One achieves major success by thoughtful acts.
Q-115: What one gains by keeping friendship with many?
A: One lives happily by keeping friendship with many.
Q-116: What one gets by maintaining righteous-conduct here?
A: One gets better-placement in next worlds by maintaining righteous-conduct here.
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Who is happy? What is most wonderful thing in this world? What is the way? &
What is the news? Answer to me these four questions & drink water.
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Q-117: Who is happy? :
A: Free from debt and not in foreign-land, one, who eats simple cooked vegetables in
one’s home, even after fasting of five or six days, is happy.
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Q-118: What is most wonderful thing in this world?
A: Day after day beings are entering in the abode of the Death, even after observing this,
rest ones are desirous of living an eternal-life, what can be more wondrous than this.
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Q-119: What is the way?

A: Logic does not lead to any basic-principle, quotations of scriptures are various and
contradictory, one cannot depend on a single sage for accepting his views as standard, the
truth of righteousness is hidden in a cavity or darkness (by ignorance), therefore that
alone is the way on which great-souls trod.
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Q-120: What is the news?
A: In this huge pan of great illusion all beings are being cooked/played by the Time,
using ladle made-up of seasons and the Sun as fire fueled by day & night.
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Here Yaksha said: Oh the best among austere ones! You have answered my questions
properly. Now define...
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Q-121: Define Purusha the man.
A: One whose meritorious & charitable actions results in to flood-tide of fame covering
entire earth to reach heaven is called Purusha the man, so long as the effect of that flood-
tide of fame lasts.
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Q-122: The wealthiest one?
A: One who treats all dualities such as likes-dislikes, pleasures-pains & past-future
equally is the wealthiest one.
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One who remains free from desires amongst all objects of present & future; happy with

peaceful mind ever in union with the Divine is the Master of all wealthy-ones.
kokskskok
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Yaksha said

Oh king! You have aptly defined the man & wealthy-one. So let any one of your brothers
as per your choice come back to life.
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Yudhisthira said

If you are pleased Oh Yaksha! Let then, this dark young handsome brother of mine,
Nakulan come back to life.
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Yaksha said
Here is Bhima your dearest one; so also Arjuna on whom you are depending mainly; in
this situation why, Oh king! You are selecting your step-brother to return to life.
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Leaving one with the strength of ten thousand elephants’, why are you desirous of step-
brother Nakula’s return to life.
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Every-one says that Bhima is dearest to you; leaving him aside, what great might you
have found in Nakula, making you desirous of his return to life.
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Leaving Arjuna, in whose muscular-strength all Pandavas have got confidence; why do
you wish Nakula’s return to life?
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Yudhisthira said
Righteousness alone kills one who does not abide by it; at the same time it is

Righteousness only, which protects one who protects it in one’s own conduct. Therefore |
shall not give-up Righteousness, which after leaving me, kill me-itself in due time.
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In my opinion “only compassion & impartiality signifies an excellent-Righteousness”, &
I would prefer to be an excellent-Righteous-one; so, Oh Yaksha! Let Nakulan come back
to life.
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People know me as an excellent-Righteous-one; & I do not like to defer my
Righteousness, Oh Yaksha! Let Nakulan return to life.

Fedl 59 @Tsl 9 3 9 g fged |
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There were two wives of my father namely Kunti & Madri; and I wish, sons of both of
them should continue to live.

JAT Feall T AT} (RIS AT & 4 |
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For me both Kunti & Madri are same, I do not make any difference between them, to
protect this view of mine towards our mothers Oh Yaksha! Let Nakulan return to life.

J& 39 |
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Yaksha said
You have honored compassion & impartiality more than worldly ends of life, wealth &

fulfillment of desires; so Oh the best one amongst Bharat dynasty! Let all of your
brothers return to life.

| Zcl SRR STRUTH Ta0T STRUGET et SIGRII R PrRIGaH SEag: |
Thus is the description in 313the section named fire-producing-sticks etc., in the forest
section of Mahabharata!
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After resurgence of four brothers Dharma’s bestowing boons on Yudhisthira.

A 39T
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Vaishampayan said
As Yaksha was saying like this, Oh king! All brothers - the sons of Pandu stood up and
within a moment they were freed from hunger & thrust.

[N aN
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Yudhisthira said
Oh venerable undefeated one, who is standing on a single foot in this lake, I pray! Please

reveal us yourself, which superior god you are? In my opinion certainly you are not
Yaksha.

T[T AT FATR] SETHY JT W |
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Certainly you are one amongst Vasus, or Rudras, or superior Marudgan or Indra Himself
possessing Vajra.

T & IR 5 HERIaai: |
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These brothers of mine are capable of fighting with Millions of warriors; I have not seen
any warrior who has defeated them even singly on battle-field.

. [aNaN [aNlaN ha¥
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Even after returning to life physically they are healthy as if awakened from sound-sleep;
certainly you are our well-wisher or fore-father.

T Ia™
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Yaksha said

Oh valiant warrior of Bharat dynasty, Dear Yudhisthira! Learn it from me; I am your
father Dharma, have come to see you.
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Success, Truthfulness, Restrain, Purity, Straightforwardness, Modesty, Steadiness,
Charity, Austerity, & Celibacy know all these to be my limbs.

ATEAT THAT FMeaedql TTHER: |
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Non-violence, Equality, Peace, Compassion, freedom from jealousy; know all these to be
ways or doors to reach me. You are always dear to me.

T Ty ThIST fqan o Sgudt fofa |
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Fortunately you are already attached with control of organs, restrain of mind, tolerance,
self-sufficiency, dependence on the Truth; and you are conqueror of the three dualities,

viz. sprouting with life itself - hunger & thirst, visiting in mid-age - delusion & grief and
the unavoidable companions of ageing — advanced age & death.

g SERRT WE d MegEcarterT: |
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Let good-fortune be yours, Oh dear one! I am Dharma and am here to know your
conduct. Oh sinless-one! I am pleased with your compassion & wish to grant you boons.

TR JUiieT TAeg Il SFRH qa=H |
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Please select boons of your choice, Oh Chief amongst kings! Certainly I am going to
grant you, your-selected-boons; none of my devotees are ruined.

[N aY
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Yudhisthara said
Pray, Oh venerable one! For the continuity of the fire-sacrifice of the Brahmin, from
whose cottage the deer ran with (Arani & Mantha) the fire-producing-sticks; let it not
vanish.
e 39
INOT Gied T TR &d 940 |

NN o (3

AT hiead [T O 2R

35



The fire-producing-sticks of that Brahmin have been carried away by me in the guise of
deer; Oh Maharaja Yudhisthira, the son of Kunti! Just to test you.

FEEEE 39T
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Vaishampayan said
“I am handing it over to you itself”, thus handing it over to Yudhishtara, Dharma said
further, and “Let good fortune be yours, Oh Gentleman; Now select another boon.”

o\
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Yudhisthira said

We have already spent twelve years in forest, now thirteenth-one is knocking; grant us
boon that none can recognize us, wherever we stay.

Ete poiee
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Vaishampayan said
“I grant you that one also” with this reply Dhrarma continued to encourage Yudhisthira
the truthful-hero-warrior.

o haN haN o o
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“Even if you move on the earth as you are now” Oh sons of Bharat-Dynasty “none from
three worlds can recognize you.

O _ N .S . °
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With my blessing all of you will move freely in disguise”” Oh sons of Kuru-Dynasty “in
Viratnagar during this thirteenth year, without being recognized by anybody

ag: Agiedd &9 T IET T
qext aTexl | Fradl TR | & 1
And you will be able to assume any form as you think in your mind.
RN Afeet ¥ AT TE |
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Please give these fire-producing-sticks to that Brahmin, which I have carried away in the
guise of deer, to test you.

TguiieaTR G S ggii o |
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Select any other boon of your choice.” Oh gentle-one! “Certainly I am going to grant you

that-one.” Oh excellent amongst the men! “I am craving to bestow boons upon you, as I
am granting boons to you.

qid eIt g s wEd |
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Please select third great & excellent boon son! Oh King! You are my son; Vidura too is
born from my part.
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Yudhisthira said

I have seen you in-person, you are ancient chief of gods.” Oh dear father! “Whatever you
are pleased to bestow, I will honour it/accept it with gratitude.
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Please grant me the boon so that I may conquer greed, delusion, & anger as well I may
take interest in practicing truthfulness, charity, & austerity.

e 39
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By nature you are Dharma the righteousness itself. So naturally you are endowed with
these qualities.” Oh Son of Pandu! “In future also all these qualities will be yours as per
your wish.

Et polee
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Vaishampayan said
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“Saying so Lord Dharma the protector of the worlds disappeared” Oh king! “And sons of
Pandu, as if awakened from peaceful sleep to their content returned to their Ashrama
together. Reaching Ashrama they handed over those fire-producing-sticks to that
awaiting austere-Brahmin.

T4 G GAH HEd,
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Those who will recite this episode spreading the fame of father & sons and their
resurrection, will have control over his sense-organs and will enjoy prosperous life for a
century with sons & grand-sons
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Similarly those who will remember these pleasing-episode forever, they will be protected

from unrighteousness, splitting friendship, theft of others’ wealth, pollution of other
women,

o haN N o~ haN o g < o o ~
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Thus is the description in 314the section named fire-producing-sticks etc., in the forest
section of Mahabharata!
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